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Instrumentation:
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Program Note:

Who is John? What did the “girl with soft searching eyes” lose by losing him. When
composing, I wanted to highlight the idea of someone reliving a difficult memory in flashes,
and how they may or not be able to cope with it. To both enhance and juxtapose this darker
narrative, I utilized a sound world that is inspired by my experiences with improvisatory
theater. I tried to approach all aspects and sounds in the piece in a child-like and theatrical
way, almost as if everything were made of cardboard. Heightened emotions change on a dime,
almost as if they are being discovered in the moment. In the end, I hope to have created a
haunting, but playful telling of Stephen Crane’s poetry. A special thank you to Haven Trio,
who provided me thoughtful insight during our workshops and gave the audience an visceral
performance at the premiere.

This piece is broken into 4 SCENES:

1. Torn Grass

2. Grey - Green

3. News Channel 666
4. Crashing Waves

Text:

The chatter of a death-demon from a tree-top

Blood — blood and torn grass —

Had marked the rise of his agony —
This lone hunter.

The grey-green woods impassive

Had watched the threshing of his limbs.

A canoe with flashing paddle,

A girl with soft searching eyes,

A call: "John!"

Come, arise, hunter!

Can you not hear?

The chatter of a death-demon from a tree-top.

-Stephen Crane (b. 1871)



written for Haven Trio
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Written for Haven Trio at Connecticut Summerfest 2024

The chatter of a death-demon

from a tree-top

Text by:
Stephen Crane Charlie Kreidler
(b. 1871) (2024)
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Like the beginning, this material should be considered gestural and perfomer should not worry about exact pitches.
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