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Note	from	the	composer:

Creating	an	etude	for	an	already	accomplished	pianist	sounded	like	a	very	daughting
task.	Because	I	am	not	a	pianist	myself,	I	feel	like	anything	I	write,	no	matter	how	
idomatic,	could	never	fully	reach	the	experience	and	expertise	of	a	skilled	pianist	in	a	
pedagogical	way.	

I	wrote	"Sympathetic	Etude"	as	a	way	for	myself	and	the	pianist	to	meet	in	the	middle.
This	etude	allows	both	the	composer	and	pianist	to	explore	the	piano	as	if	it	is	a	
new	instrument,	relying	on	unsual	performace	practices	and	sympathetic	vibrations	to	
propel	the	piece.	This	etude	allows	the	performer	to	take	their	time	experimenting	with	
the	new	harmonic	landscape	and	practice	these	new	techniques	if	they	wish	to	use	them	
in	their	future	playing.

												
	-Charlie	Kreidler

Performace	Notes:

-	Only	playable	on	a	grand	or	baby	grand	piano,	not	upright.

-	Notes	in	squarenote	heads	are	to	be	depressed	silently	to	raise	the	hammers.	Notes	with	
square	noteheads	should	never	be	audible	from	pressing	down	on	the	keys.	

-The	ossia	staff	above	the	piano	staves	is	an	approximation	of	the	harmonics	produced	by
the	sympathetic	strings.	Depending	on	the	piano,	these	harmonics	might	ring	slightly	
differently.

What	is	Sympathetic	vibration?:

Sympathetic	vibration	in	a	piano	occurs	when	a	string	vibrates	in	response	to	another
string	vibrating	at	the	same	or	a	harmonically	related	frequency.

In	this	etude,	sympathetic	vibrations	are	created	by	silently	depressing	keys	to	allow
their	hammers	to	rise	and	become	susceptible	to	ring	by	other	played	notes.	

Notation	Notes:
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*Place	entire	right	forearm,	palm	down,	on	the	white	keys	of	the	piano.	Start	with	finger	tips	on	B,	just	above	the	C	in	the	left	hand,	and	in
m.43	slowly	lift	your	arm	to	a	90o	angle	by	rasing	your	palm	straight	up.	The	effect	is	a	gradual	fade	of	harmonics	that	lead	to	complete	silence
and	the	end	of	the	etude.	
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