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PROGRAM NOTE

Each year, millions of pounds of confetti are sold across the United States.
While confetti dances and shimmers in the air for less than a minute, traditional
confetti, made from metallic foil and plastics, can take nearly 1,000 years to
decompose once it hits the ground.

This fleeting nature of confetti reminded me of how we engage with social
media. Monoliths like TikTok and Instagram Reels are designed to capture our
attention in brief, consistent bursts, evoking laughter, tears, or inspiration, only to
move on to the next clip as quickly as the last one lands to the ground,
discarded like confetti.

Confetti Cannon explores these ephemeral moments, creating sequences of
celebration and dazzling, blinding storms of glitter, all embedded in constant
tension, interruptions, and an accumulating sea of melting plastic. Confetti Cannon
finishes with a glimmer of hope, inviting the audience to experience the
orchestra stripped of the overbearing bells, whistles, and bombardments of
artificial color, revealing the beauty of a lasting, simple, and sustainable string
orchestra melody.

- Charlie Kreidler



INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo
Flute
2 Oboes

2 Clarinets (Bb)
2 Bassoons

4 Horns (F)
3 Trumpets (C)
2 Trombones

Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani

Percussion
(3 players)
Player |
Snare Drum + Crash Cymbal", Triangle, Bass Drum, Siren, Confetti

Cannon*

Player 2
Glockenspiel + Bell Tree*, Bass Drum

Player 3
Ratchet, Tam-Tam,Vibraslap, Low Tom-Tom,Whistle, Flexatone,
Whip, Mark Tree

*Bass drum can be shared between players *

Piano (Dbl. Celesta)

*If Celesta is not available, piano may play celesta sections on piano 8va
Harp

Strings (8.8.6.5.4 suggested)

PERCUSSION NOTES

Be" Tl‘ee

Glockenspiel

-

*Both the Snare + Crash Cymbal (1.) and Glockenspiel + Bell Tree (2.) must be set up close
enough to play simultaneously. These setups are independent of eachother.

(Percussion notes cont. on next page)



PERCUSSION NOTES (CONT,)

At the end of the piece (m. 197) the score calls for a Confetti Cannon (3.) to
be fired off. The confetti inside the cannon must be biodegradable, such as
shredded paper, rice paper, or dried flowers. Plastic confetti would go
against the programatic aspect of the piece and is not acceptable to use.

The cannon should be shot upwards and angled slightly towards stage right
or left. To avoid confetti falling into unwanted places (e.g. the piano), shoot
towards a less risky area of the stage.

If clean up and debris is a concern, the confetti may be replaced with colorful
fabric or connected streamers that can be easily reused, retracted, and
collected. If this route is taken, make sure the alternate material is able to

suspend in the air for a decent amount of time, comparable to that of
traditional confetti. The inclusion of the Confetti Cannon can be optional

DURATION

6 minutes

VERSION

April 25th, 2025
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Confetti Cannon - Kreidler (Transposing Score)
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