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Program Note:

In the late summer of 2023, I took a spontaneous day trip to Governors
Island, a small island in the New York Harbor, after reading about a sheep
herding demonstration that was taking place. I wasn’t particularly interested in
sheep herding practices, but I needed a break from a piece I was struggling to
write. The piece was pages and pages of fragments that seemingly led to
nowhere. Every time I sat down to write, I would only add to the chaos on the
page and each new page would eat away at my confidence.

The summer day was too hot for the sheep to be herded, so they stood in the
shade, close to us at the fence. One sheep, smaller than the rest, stood out to
me: a grey sheep with scattered, star-like spots on her face, whose name was
“Evening.” Hearing her caretaker say her name immediately sparked an
unexpected sense of joy and wonder I hadn’t felt in weeks.

Returning home, the unfinished piece continued to haunt me. I called my
mom, which is something I rarely do when struggling. She said, “What would
happen if you wrote something bad?” This phrase paralyzed me because I've
spent my life avoiding producing "bad" work. Instead of fighting the piece, I
embraced its imperfect fragments, shaping them into ten micro-movements,
with each movement highlighting a fragment in its rawest form. I titled it
Herding Evening, dedicating it to the sheep who, in a small way, gave me hope
to finish the piece and continue my craft.

-CK



Performance notes:

Page turns are vital to the pacing and performace of this piece.
Therefore, it must be performed using paper scores, not tablets.

Players should always turn their pages at the same time.

Duration: 8'
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Herding Evening (Score)

wait to turn page with piano
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Repeat 6 times. Start quietly for the first 3 times
and then decsend to as quietly as possible.

Herding Evening (Score)

fermata on 6th time

o) e 1 I ] I ) 3 )

4 H 1 I T I [ 1 I 1 T : T n ¥ |
¥ Al | 33 r 2 3 1] T I ) I T 1 13 I T z 2 { ) I I Ku i |
LS e e e — e == L — p— .y ; H
v T - L

@ P == P #3
2-6th time
only
Repeat 6 times. Start quietly for the first 3 times
and then decsend to as quietly as possible. fermata on 6th time
0 T~ ™

" 4 f T i N .

y 4 |- 1 | S— ) f I 0
[ #an Y 1K) i | =l I & & fl I | fl D)
g | ———p—— =

P —
LJ )

- Z 4 o) Il < [IP=
i al & 5 T4 v

y.4 D @ FS Id L 0

b
L 0
v -

Charlie Kreidler

Sept. 2023

Hang in there
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